Young woman with polyserositis, ovarian cystic mass and increased level of CA-125. Case report of peritoneal and pleural tuberculosis.
A 21-year-old woman was addressed to our department for progressive abdominal swelling, fatigue and fever. The clinical examination, the ultrasound examination and the computed tomography showed the presence of polyserositis (ascites and pleural effusion) and revealed a cystic mass at the level of right ovary. The laboratory work-up showed an increased level of CA-125, suggesting a malignancy. The thoracoscopy with visualization of the pleura revealed disseminated small white spots. The laparoscopic exploration of the pelvis and of the peritoneum also showed the same disseminated lesions and a cystic-like mass at the level of the right ovary which was excised and diagnosed as a benign cyst. At the analysis of the frozen and paraffin sections, the diagnostic of pleural and peritoneal tuberculosis was made and the specific quadruple treatment was started with a good evolution at two months and with the normalization of the CA-125 level. This case report underlines the importance of tuberculosis in the differential diagnosis of patients with polyserositis and increased levels of CA-125.